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From the President 

 

 

 

 

 
Dear CSOT Members, 

  

The CSOT held its first cigar smoker of 2022 on March 6 at Nashville Cigar in Green 

Hills. It was well attended and we even picked up some new members. The cigars 

were lit and we raised our glasses of Pol Roger, generously provided by Dan Davis, to 

toast Sir Winston Spencer Churchill.  Just prior to the toast however these powerful 

and prescient words were read out quoting the great man himself. 

 

óCivilisation will not last, freedom will not survive, peace will not be kept, unless 

a very large majority of mankind unite together to defend them and show them-

selves possessed of a constabulary power before which barbaric and atavistic 

forces will stand in awe.ô 
  

A reminder that there will be a talk by Michael Shane Neal on óChurchillôs Artô in Nash-

ville on  April 9. See the Upcoming Events section for further details. 

  

Lastly, I will be heading over to the UK in April to visit some of Churchillôs old haunts 

mostly in London. We hope to put together a tour of some of these locations next year. 

I will also have the honor of piping at Churchill's graveside during the VE-Day ceremo-

ny held St Martinôs Church in Bladon, Oxfordshire on May 8. 

 

Enjoy this issue of The Churchillian! 

 

Best wishes, 

Jim Drury 
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Upcoming Events 

Tickets for Churchill & His Art Here 

Annual CSOT Formal Banquet  

  November 19, 2022  

at the  

Belle Meade Country Club  

Tickets go on sale this summer  

6 October 2022 

2022 Churchill Conference 

6-8 October 2022, Kansas City, Missouri  

The International Churchill Society and 

the National World War I Museum and Memo-

rial are pleased to announce that the 39th In... 

ABOUT EVENT 

https://churchillsocietytn.org/upcoming-events
https://winstonchurchill.org/events/upcoming-events/2022-churchill-conference/
https://winstonchurchill.org/events/upcoming-events/2022-churchill-conference/
https://winstonchurchill.org/events/upcoming-events/2022-churchill-conference/
https://winstonchurchill.org/events/upcoming-events/2022-churchill-conference/
https://winstonchurchill.org/events/upcoming-events/2022-churchill-conference/
https://winstonchurchill.org/events/upcoming-events/2022-churchill-conference/
https://winstonchurchill.org/events/upcoming-events/2022-churchill-conference/
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Helen Oxenburyôs wonderful image 

of Winston Churchill shaking hands 

with a bear is a perfect visual              

epitome of this book (Fig. 1). It is an 

account of his fascination with the 

animal kingdom, based largely on 

original documents but presented in 

the form of an ancient bestiary. 

Hence the title of the English                   

edition, Churchillôs Bestiary, which 

may have been a mistake since few 

people know that this word means 

ñcompendium of beastsò and that                                                

bookshops are liable to place it on 

the groaning shelves they devote to 

bestiality.  To be on the safe side my 

American publishers, Pegasus 

Books, changed the title to                     

Churchillôs Menagerie.  

 

However, to be clear, I try to show, 

via the many animals marching 

though my pages, that Churchill was 

innocently, but in a quite                          

extraordinary fashion, preoccupied, 

amused, intrigued, enchanted and 

besotted by creatures great and 

small.  They included lions, leopards 

and kangaroos, horses, goats, 

dogs, swans, budgerigars,                  

 

Churchillôs Menagerie 
His Life Through Animals 

Piers Brendon 
 
 

Dr Piers Brendon FRSL is Emeritus Fellow of 
Churchill College, Cambridge and was Keeper 
of the Churchill Archives Centre from 1995 to 
2001. He is a British historian, known for many 
historical and biographical works, including 
The Decline and Fall of the British Empire, The 
Dark Valley: A Panorama of the 1930s, Ike - the 
Life and Times of Dwight D. Eisenhower, and 
Winston Churchill: A Brief Life. His latest book 
is the subject of this articlŜΦ 

Fig 1. É Helen Oxenbury 


